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Ben Butler
On a visit to the Cliff 
House in the early 1860s, 
Horace Greeley, a famous 
newspaper publisher, 
spotted a huge sea lion on 
Seal Rocks. He dubbed 
the creature,  Ben Butler, 
after the Civil War gen-
eral. 

As time went by Ben 
Butler became almost as 
famous as Seal Rocks 
themselves and tourists 
always hoped to catch a 
glimpse of the hefty 4,890 
lb., “King of the Seals”.

Ben Butler died in 1895 
after a vicious battle with 
another male sea lion. His 
death was featured in 
many major newspapers. 
This celebrity was then 
stuffed and displayed at 
Sutro Baths.




